RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
more than is necessary to keep him from being disheartened by failure, and to prevent the work getting on lines which cannot lead to success.
Again, the candidates for Fellowships are allowed to send in dissertations on any subject they please, and the Electors to the Fellowship are faced with the difficulty of comparing the merits of dissertations on subjects as varied, say, as Stieljes Integrals, Byzantine Art, Radio-activity, the Political Life of Sir Robert Peel, and the Flora of a Tropical Forest.    Again, the dissertations are reported upon by Referees, and to estimate the value of the report it is necessary to know something of the temperament of the Referee.    Some Referees are prodigal in their use of superlatives, others very sparing.   Reporting on the same paper, one may say,  " that this paper is the most important contribution to the subject made in the century " ;   the other that " it is quite a creditable piece of work ".   Those who know the Referees know that the difference in their reports is due to the difference in their way of expressing their views, and not to any real difference in the views themselves.    If the predictions of all the Referees had been realised, then at the elections I have myself attended we should have added to the roll of our Fellows four Newtons and three Bentleys.   On paper our method of electing Fellows seems hopeless, but, like many things in this country, methods which seem hopeless on paper, work fairly well in practice, and it has been so in this case.   We have made mistakes, but they have been surprisingly few. Until the statutes of 1926 came into force, anyone elected to a Fellowship held it, and received its emoluments unconditionally, for six years.   He was not even required to reside in College.   If he wished to go to the Bar, the Fellowship would enable him to tide over the lean years 284